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PROGRAM PURPOSE

 Job creation

 Stimulate certain kinds of 
business/industry development in 
economically depressed areas



PROCESS
 State provides excise and income tax incentives.

 Counties nominate zones for Governor’s approval, 
help market and provide incentives.

 Eligible businesses enroll and qualify annually by 
meeting goals.



1) Must be located within one 2010 United States census tract 
or two or more contiguous 2010 United States census tracts. 

2) Census tract(s) within which each enterprise zone must meet 
at least one of the following: 

(a)  At least 25% of the population of each census tract must 
have a median family income below 80% of the median family 
income of the county in which the tract is located or

(b)  The unemployment rate in each census tract must be at 
least 1.5 times the state average unemployment rate.  



STATE BENEFITS
 100% exemption from the General Excise Tax (GET).  The GET exemption 

applies only to gross revenues from EZ eligible business categories within the 
county. 

 An 80% reduction of state income tax the first year (nonrefundable tax 
credit).  This reduction goes down 10% each year for six more years.

 An additional income tax reduction equal to 80% of annual Unemployment 
Insurance premiums the first year (nonrefundable tax credit).  This reduction 
goes down 10% each year for six more years.

Year 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

State Income 
Tax Credit 80% 70% 60% 50% 40% 30% 20%

Unemp. Ins. 
Credit 80% 70% 60% 50% 40% 30% 20%



ELIGIBLE BUSINESS ACTIVITIES
 Agricultural production or 

processing 
 Manufacturing 

(wholesaling)
 Wholesaling/Distribution
 Biotechnology research, 

development, production, 
or sales

 Aviation or maritime 
repair or maintenance

 Telecommunications 
switching and delivery 
systems

 Information technology 
design and production

 Medical research, clinical 
trials, and telemedicine

 For-profit training 
programs in international 
business management or 
environmental 
remediation

 Repair or maintenance of 
assistive technology 
equipment

 Certain types of call 
centers

 Wind energy producers



 Earn > 50% annual gross receipts from one or more of the EZ 
eligible activities from transactions occurring within the zone. 

 Increase your staff
“Existing” Business             Ex.:Start with 10 Employees

Yr 1    10%  increase from application*  (10% = 1)11 Employees             
Yr 2     (maintain) 11 Employees
Yr 3     (maintain) 11 Employees
Yr 4     + 15% add to Year 3 12.5 Employees
Yr 5     + 15% add to Year 4 14 Employees
Yr 6    + 15% add to Year 5 15.5 Employees
Yr 7    + 15% add to Year 6 17 Employees



Increase your staff
“New”  Business                Ex: Start with 10 Employees      

Yr 1    10%  increase from application* (10% x 10 = 1)  11 
Employees                                   
Yr 2     - 11 Employees
Yr 3     - 11 Employees
Yr 4     - 11 Employees
Yr 5     - 11 Employees
Yr 6     - 11 Employees
Yr 7     - 11 Employees

* Increase staff by 10% with a minimum of 1 employee







Understand Your 
BENEFITS
•Review incentives 

explained at 
http://invest.hawaii.gov/
business/ez/ 

•Consult with your tax 
accountant for any 
questions, or contact us.

Confirm Your 
LOCATION
•See 

http://histategis.maps. 
arcgis. com/ 
apps/Viewer/ index. 
html?appid=f874cf1bee 
84b169fe69f4c99a4eec5 
follow the instructions in 
“Details”

•Search by either 9-digit 
TMK Number, or by 
Address to confirm your 
business is located in an 
Enterprise Zone

LOGIN to Your Account
•See and login to: 

http://ezforms.ehawaii.gov/ 
for your account

•You must have an eHawaii
account to enroll and use the 
EZ Online platform

ENROLL Your 
Business
•To enroll, enter your full 

business name in the 
field and press the 
button, Create.  

•Complete and submit 
the Enrollment 
Application For 
Businesses form.

•DBEDT will verify the 
information submitted

Confirm 
ACCEPTANCE
•If you are accepted, a 

signed Letter of 
Acceptance will be 
mailed to you.

•Make sure to submit End 
of Year Reports in order 
to apply for benefits.  



https://ezforms.ehawaii.gov/





MAHALO!

Wayne Thom,DBEDT
250 S. Hotel St., 5th Floor

Honolulu, HI 96813
Tel: (808) 587-2757 

E-mail:  
wayne.k.thom@hawaii.gov

Website: http://invest.hawaii.gov/business/ez


