Review of current Committee members'
terms

Discussion and Recommendation on SisterState Application for Madeira, Portugal
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Mr. Dennis T. Ling, Director
Business Development
& Support Division;
Department of Business,
Economic Development, and
Tourism;
250 South Hotel Street, Sth
Floor
Honolulu, HI96813 USA

Dear Mr. Dennis T. Ling,

Director

of

Business Development & Support Division of Hawaii State Goverment.

At the suggestion of the Honorary Consulof Portugal in Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii, Mr. Tyler dos
Santos - Tam, I am writing you to demonstrate our pleasure and our support in establishing a
"Sister State Relationship" between the Autonomous Region of Madeira (RAM) and the North
American State of Hawaii, given the heritage of our common history and social sharing. This
intention is even more pertinent if we measure the value of the centuries-old relations between
these two archipelagos. lt should be remembered that 140 years ago the portuguese became
integrated and passed on traditions to the Hawaiian people, having distinguished themselves in
several areas such as the economic, social and political spheres.
We can use many examples of portuguese descendants that are business leaders, politicians or
people that play roles in education system.
One can take the example of João Elliot de Castro, that began the adventure that transported
so many people to work in the sugar cane plantations. Nowadays, their great-grandchildren are
successful businessman but remain proud of theirancestry. We also have the example of Audrey
Rocha Reed, which works in the only portuguese cultural center in Hawaii, guiding the younger
descendants through the discovery of their history and heritage.

lnescapable is also Robert Kalley's journey, a Scotland born presbyterian pastor, that lived in
Madeira for a few years. ln this region he built a significant legacy such as schools and a hospital,
since he was known to be in favor of the poor and illiterate people. However, he was expelled
from the region due to his work of Protestant evangelization, being able to influence two
thousand Madeira born people. These Protestants flee Madeira and took refuge in various
regions, one of which was Hawaii, where Kalley evangelized the numerous portuguese colony
(Madeirans and Azoreans) who had gone to work in the sugar fields.
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Besides these examples, Madeiran people brought with them many typical things that are
nowadays part of the Hawaiian culture, such as "braguinha", known as "ukulele" , or "linguiça",

known as "Portuguese Sausage", that

is

very present in the Hawaiian gastronomy.

our knowledge that Director Dennis T. Ling is responsible for transmitting these agreements
within the Hawaii State Government, of which we aim to have the legal procedures approved so
that we can enshrine the "Sister State Relationship" agreement.
It

is

We're sure that our Atlantic and Pacific lslands would benefit each other with this "sister State
Relationship", mainly with the increasing of tourism both ways, as well as publicize and
exporting our products to new markets.
We have another thing common: sometimes people say that Madeira is the "Atlantic Hawaii",
because of our fab surf spots and big waves.

We also have in common efforts to make our archipelagos environmentally sustainable and
energetically independent. ln the case of Madeira region with the project Porto Sonto - Free
Fossil lslond.

ln other way, it would be wonderful if portuguese language and Madeira traditions could be
taught in Hawaii, at the same time that we could learn more about your culture.
We believe that nowadays and regarding the future, the best way to honor the history between
Madeira and Hawaii is by establishing a relationship between the two regions, because we
consider that today, there is still a significative presence of people from Madeira in your
archipelago.

Therefore, we express our desire to gather the communities, starting by giving some products
derived from sugar cane, as well as we were happy to know Hawaiian products from sugar cane
during the "Regional Sugar Cane Fair", an event that we use to promote here in Madeira.

We believe that would be very important to start an exchange in order to know the traditions
of our peoples, and regarding that, we would like to invite your Governor Mr. David Y. lge to
visit Madeira in order to know a little more about our landscapes, gastronomy activities and
sheer nature "poetry". We would also appreciate, if possible, visiting Hawaii with a view to
establishing a better relationship between islands.
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.
Looking forward to hear from you.
Kindest Regards,
Regional Director

i Emanuel Sousa Abreu
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I am taking the liberty of writing to you, following Mr. Tyler Dos Santos-Tam's visit to Madeira this
past July.

During his visit, I had the pleasure of meeting with Mr. Dos Santos-Tam and we were able to confer,
together, the current situation and the historical ties that unite our Islands.

The cultural bonds between the two archipelagos, particularly the migration of Madeirans to the

Hawaiian Islands in the late nineteenth/early twentieth centuries, their establishment there, the cultural
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transfers occurred and the present interest of their descendants in their Madeiran roots are undeniably

o
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realities that can enrich our common future History.
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Therefore,

it was with great satisfaction that I learned that the Department of Business, Economic

Development, and Tourism of the Hawaiian government is willing to assess the possibility of a Sister-State
o

È agreement between

(lJ
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the State of Hawaii and the Autonomous Region of Madeira, as such an agreement

would also be an appropriate way to honor Our ancestors by reconnecting Our descendants.

(g

z

t
ôl
Õ

o
ô
q
o
o
q

Given the characteristics of the two Archipelagos, reinforced by the aforementioned cultural and
migratory bonds, it is my firm belief that there is common ground for fruitful exchange and cooperation to
take place in the areas I oversee, namely both tourism and culture.
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Hence,

it is with

great pleasure that

I reaffirm my full support

towards the Sister-State initiative

between the State of Hawaii, United States of Americq and the Autonomous Region of Madeira, Portugal,
and respectfully reiterate that I am

willing to work together, alongside with the State of Hawaii, in all things

necessaÍy to achieve this desirous goal.
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Carla Marques
Pukiki Bar
Rua das Furnas, n 77
Estreito da Calheta
9370-261 Calheta
Madeira - Portugal
Hawai’i Sister-State Committee
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism
250 South Hotel Street
Honolulu
Hawai’i 96813 USA
To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing on behalf of Pukikī Bar regarding the establishment of a
sister-state relationship between Madeira and Hawai’i.
We are delighted to hear about the plans that are being made to
strengthen the significant cultural ties between the islands. This initiative
will greatly compliment our existing efforts, which include: raising
awareness of cultural traditions/educational aims/folklore/anthropological
studies/music/dance/cookery traditions.
Our organisation has been established for five years, celebrating the
cultural connection between Madeira and Hawai’i. We have spent a lot of
time researching and collecting items that we have on display to the
public at Pukikī. When our Madeiran guests learn about the meaning of
Pukikī and the cultural link, they are always surprised and proud of this
connection and want to learn more. The interest has been growing a lot
since we opened, both with local people but also with tourism.
We have had lots of Hawaiian people of Portuguese ancestry visit our
space as well as getting in touch with us for help with finding more about
their ancestry. We have, on several occasions, gone to the regional
archives, on people’s request to find out more about their Madeiran
families and got hold of documentation that they would have otherwise
not been able to access. We also get many visits from musicians, ukulele
players and makers from around the world as we have many original
artefacts including an original Manuel Nunes ukulele.
In May 2018 we invited Kumu Paul Neves to host a Hawaiian cultural
workshop where people learnt the origins of Hula and Hawaiian culture.

This event was very successful and was a real highlight for us since we
opened Pukikī. We hope to build on this events ’success and make it
larger and more frequent in order to bring it to more people. We have
spoken to the Madeira Tourism entity and they were also very interested.
It is our main goal to establish a permanent link between Madeira and
Hawai’i so that more people can learn about this connection and we
believe that if both islands work together we would be able to create an
annual event and potentially a permanent base for exchanging culture.
We strongly believe that this relationship will be positive and beneficial
to all those involved.
Kind Regards,

Carla Marques

The Senate
STATE CAPITOL
HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I 96813

September 15, 2021
Hawaiʻi Sister-State Committee
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism
250 South Hotel Street
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813
To the Members of the Hawaiʻi Sister-State Committee,
I strongly support the establishment of a sister-state relationship between Hawaiʻi and the
Autonomous Region of Madeira, Portugal. Madeira meets all the criteria for such an
intergovernmental relationship.
Madeira is an island region off the coast of Africa. Like Hawaiʻi, it is home to several
endangered species and struggles with the common island issues such as importation of food and
power. A collaboration with Madeira means greater resources to fight these problems.
There is strong evidence of interest in this effort. Previous efforts to establish this relationship
began in 2019 but stalled due to the ongoing pandemic. Despite this, in July 2021 key
stakeholders in Portugal repeated their support for a sister-state relationship because of the
economic advantages such a partnership would bring.
Since 1878, the Portuguese community has been a pillar of Hawaii’s economy. About half the
sugar plantation workers from Portugal who immigrated to Hawaii were from Madeira. Today,
while we do not need plantation workers, we do need investments in science, infrastructure and
managing our tourism industry.
The University of Madeira and UH-Manoa have both conducted scientific research into common
fields such as agricultural practices, hydrology, meteorology, and other island related sciences. A
sister-state relationship would facilitate more talks between the universities and produce more
advances in the aforementioned fields.
Furthermore, like Hawaiʻi, Madeira is a popular tourist destination. The region attracts 1.2
million people annually, more than five times its population. And like Hawaiʻi, Madeira is
transitioning its tourism industry into a more sustainable one. The Madeiran transition is going
well, with 50% of their power now generated by renewable sources. A partnership with Madeira

Office of Senator Stanley Chang
(808) 586-8420 · senchang@capitol.hawaii.gov

would yield insights into best practices for green infrastructure as well as sustainable tourism.
Additionally, Madeira’s annual European tourism summits would generate great benefits to
Hawaiʻi in the form of attracting more European tourists to our islands and giving Hawaiʻi
another platform to promote our islands as a destination.
I strongly support this effort to establish a Hawaiʻi-Madeira sister-state relationship. It will
provide our students with more opportunities to learn and our businesses more opportunities to
earn. Madeira has been our friend for more than a century. It is time we renew and advance this
relationship.

Very truly yours,

Stanley Chang
Senator, District 9

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
S T A T E O F H A W A II
S T A T E C A P IT O L
H O N O L U L U , H A W A II 9 6 8 1 3

August 11, 2021
Hawai'i Sister-State Committee
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism
250 South Hotel Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Aloha Committee Members,
As State House Representative for District 50 (Kailua- Kane'ohe Bay) and a member of Hawaii's
Portuguese community, I am writing to express my strong support for establishing a Sister State
relationship between the State of Hawai'i and the Autonomous Region of Madeira, Portugal.
The connection between Hawai'i and Madeira dates back to 1878, when the first immigrants from
Madeira arrived on our shores to work in the sugar cane plantations. Over the next 30 years,
thousands more Portuguese would arrive, of whom approximately half came from Madeira.
Along with their honest, hardworking, and family-oriented attitude, the Portuguese immigrants to
Hawai'i brought many reminders of their homeland which would eventually become integral parts
of local culture: the braguinha which became the 'ukulele, linguiga which became better known as
Portuguese sausage, and the cattlemen whose traditions shaped our local paniolo, among others.
Over the past 140 years, the Portuguese in Hawai'i integrated themselves into the fabric of local
society, becoming leaders in business, politics, education, and many other fields. We strongly
believe that a proper way to honor their contributions now and in the future is to establish a Sister
State relationship with the islands of their homeland.
I respectfully request your favorable action on the application to establish a Sister State
relationship between the State of Hawai'i and the Autonomous Region of Madeira, Portugal, and
look forward to sustaining the relationship long into the future.

sentative PatficITBranco
50 (Kailua- Kane'ohe Bay)
Representative Patrick Branco, District 50 (Kailua-Kane‘ohe Bay)
Hawai‘i State Capitol
415 S. Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 96813 (808) 586-6480

Willetta Martin Centeio
84 -979 Moaelehua St
Waianae, HI 96792
September 30, 2021

It is with heartfelt honor to have the opportunity to be a part of the HawaiiMadeira Sister State input.
Being very proud of my Madeira heritage, it is wonderful to be connected
on this next level with Madeira. This will bring many opportunities from both
Hawaii and Madeira to share our experiences with our families and
communities in tourism and history.

Sincerely,

Willetta Martin Centeio

October 7, 2021
Hawaiʻi Sister-State Committee
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism
250 South Hotel Street
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813
Dear Committee Members,
As leaders, representatives, supporters, allies, and friends of Hawaiʻi’s Portuguese
community, we write to express our strong support for the establishment of a Sister
State relationship between the State of Hawaiʻi and the Autonomous Region of
Madeira, Portugal. We also pledge to do our part to sustain and cultivate such a
relationship in future years.
The connection between Hawaiʻi and Madeira dates back to 1878, when the first
immigrants from Madeira arrived on our shores to work in the sugar cane
plantations. Over the next thirty years, thousands more Portuguese would arrive, of
whom approximately half came from Madeira.
Along with their honest, hardworking, and family-oriented attitude, the Portuguese
immigrants to Hawaiʻi brought many reminders of their homeland which would
eventually become integral parts of local culture: the braguinha which became the
ʻukulele, linguiça which became better known as Portuguese sausage, and the
cattlemen whose traditions shaped our local paniolo, among others.
Over the past 140 years, the Portuguese in Hawaiʻi integrated themselves into the
fabric of local society, becoming leaders in business, politics, education, and many
other fields. We strongly believe that a proper way to honor their contributions
now and in the future is to establish a Sister State relationship with the islands of
their homeland.

Therefore, it is our pleasure to submit the following application to establish a Sister
State relationship between the State of Hawaiʻi and the Autonomous Region of
Madeira, Portugal. We respectfully request your favorable action on the
application and look forward to sustaining the relationship long into the future.
Mahalo & Muito Obrigado,
Adrian Kamali’i
Alberto Jjardim

I’m very happy to see the two islands share business
& have an agreement between each other.

Alcides Niceas Pires
Anne M. Feiteira-Watanabe
Ashley Chinen

Audrey Rocha Reed
Portuguese Association of Maui, Secretary
Augie Tulba
Honolulu City Councilman District 9
Beatrice Souza
Portuguese Cultural & Historical Society - Member

At our meeting of September 5, 2021, the
Portuguese Association of Maui endorsed the
establishment of a Sister-State relationship with the
Island of Madeira. Many of our members trace
their lineage to Madeira and Porto Santo.
I strongly support the establishment of a sister State
relationship.

Brad Asuncion
Caroline Braga Lopes Zerbe
Charold (Goeas) Rivera
Cherese Shelton

Crystal Rose
Cyrus Johnasen
Hawaiʻi County, Director of Communications

I have traveled to both Maderia and the Azores. Felt
like I saw my grandmother on every corner.
Beautiful Country; beautiful people.

D.C. Martin
Dan Nelson Portuguese Genealogical & Historical
Society of Hawaiʻi, president

Danny W. Abreu
DMA Services LLC, President
Dawn Shirota
Deborah Lynn (Soares) Enay
Debra A. Nahinu
Dianna Fernandez Nichols
Dolores Dos Santos
Donald Keliinoi
Director, Portuguese Culture & Historical Center

Danny W. Abreu, Co-Producer of the Portuguese In
Hawaiʻi Documentary and Executive Producer of
the Portuguese IN Hawaiʻi Book soon to be
released. President, DMA Services LLC, a Real
Estate Investment Company.
Mahalo for this!
Excited to sign this relationship

Nice Effort

Donna Mercado Kim
Hawaiʻi State Senate

Dr. Marlene Hapai
Hawaiʻi Island Portuguese Chamber of Commerce
Cultural & Educational Center, President/Executive
Director
Dr. Paul M Chandler
Professor of Spanish & Portuguese, UH Mānoa
Erynn Fernandez
Frederick Baier
Georgette Gomes
Georgianna DeCosta
Henry Dolim
Jamee Vasconcellos Miller
Jocelyn Doane
John M. DeCosta, Jr.
Kahealani Martins, Psy.D.
Portuguese Family History Collections of Hawaiʻi
Kalani L. Kaanaana
Kande (Souza) Lopes

Karen Chang Barr
Keala Awana
Keith Anthony DeMello
Kekoa Cuban
Kevin Sledge
Kilin Reece
Kealakai Center for Pacfiic Strings
Lawrence Hudson
Leanne Arciero

Leilani Maguire
Lenilson Costa
Linda Teves Ruddle
Lori Gomes
Melvin P. Silva, Jr.
Business Manager, Local 1 – Bricklayers and Allied
Craftworkers Union of Hawaiʻi
Micah Alameda
Michael Oliver Springer
MOS Music Studio, LLC, Owner

This is the perfect time to reawaken a common
history and culture through a Sister State
relationship to determine what has survived this
long period of time, what has changed, and what
has been forgotten and needs to be brought back.
There is much to learn from each other and this will
provide the opportunity to do so.
Thanks for supporting this initiative!

Be happy to help in anyway. Visited Funchal
several years ago and found our family

The Portuguese have made some significant
impacts on Hawai`i's history and it would be
meaningful to establish a Sister City relationship
with Madeira, the city of origin of our ancestors.
Since learning of my Portuguese roots, I would like
to learn more of their traditions, food and culture to
share with my ohana.

I would like to support this measure.
My great grandfather came here in 1879 on the
Ravenscrag, from Camacha, Madeira and I am
proud to say that he worked very hard as a
dairyman, married a girl who came a few years later
and had 13 children, 11 of whom lived to adulthood
and were very successful.

I am proud to be of Portuguese decent

Michael W. Freitas
Michelle Chow
Miguel Nunes
Hawai’i Space Flight Lab, Deputy Director
Monica Hammers
Monica Kurtz
Múcio Novaes
Patricia L. Shimomoto
Rachel Mamiya Hernandez
Languages and Literatures of Europe and the
Americas, Spanish & Portuguese Division, Assistant
Professor/ American Association of Teachers of
Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP), President-Elect
Raymond Miyashiro, Regal Travel
Rebecca Soon (Paresa)
Solutions Pacific, Chief Operating Officer
Richard & Wilma Boudreau
Portuguese Cultural & Historical Society, Vice
President (Wilma)
Robert G. Castro
Portuguese Genealogical & Historical Society of
Hawaiʻi, Secretary
Robert J. Robello
Portuguese Association of Maui
Rod Antone

Ronald J. Silva
Ryan Hunt
Sandy Park
Saundra Wells
Stephanie Ohigashi,
Hawaiʻi State Rep. to Sister Cities International
Stephanie Rogers-Welch
Susana Poulin
Nominee as Vice Honorary Consul of Brazil in Hawaiʻi
Tenille Nakayama-Benavente
Teresa M Kato
Thomas G. Cabrinha
Portuguese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaiʻi,
Treasurer
Watters O. Martin, Jr.

Willetta Martin Centeio
Hawaiʻi Council on Portuguese Heritage of Hawaiʻi,
Vice President

I am a Portuguese citizen living and working in
Hawai’i and I am very supportive of this initiative.
So happy to see more Portuguese presence in
Hawaiʻi!
Family roots in both Madeira & the Azores; if not
for COVID, we would have visited in 2020.

Dou meu apoio a esta iniciativa, qualquer coisa
estou à disposição. (I give my support for this
initiative, I am available to help in any way).

I have Madeira ancestors on both my mother's and
my father's side.
Think this a good idea, I and my family has always
been part of the culture since the days of The
Brotherhood of Kewalo Holy Ghost in Kakaako.
Ancestor: Joao Pinto da Silva (1857-1902) was
among the first to establish the Portuguese
Colony in the Kawaihau, Kaua'i district's village of
Kealia, Kingdom of Hawaiʻi in 1878-1879.

My Great-grandmother, Maria Mendonca, was from
Machico, Madeira

My great grandparents sailed to the Hawaiian Island
in the 1880s on contract to work in the sugarcane
and pineapple plantations as supervisors(lunas) on
Maui and the Big Island. We have 8 generations
here in Hawaiʻi and are proud of our ethnic
background and try to keep connected with Madeira
Island. Muito obrigada for this continued
connection.

Additional Statements of Support from Our Website
“I support this 100 percent.”
Brad Asuncion
brad.asuncion@hawaiianair.com
1586 Ahihi St #A Honolulu, HI 96919
“Both my husband and I are PROUD to be the 100% Portuguese,
the 5th generation of immigrants that came from Madeira and the Azores.”
Jennifer Silva
bnjsilva1978@hotmail.com
HCR2 Box 6202 Keaau, HI 96749
“My great , great grandfather came to Hawaii in 1879 from Madeira. His
name was Manuel Nunes and he was one of the creators of the ukulele
which was born from the brahguinha.”
Frank Suster
franksuster51@gmail.com
91-1146 Haiano place, Ewa Beach, Hawaii 96706
“I support the sister state effort because of the geographical and
environmental similarities of the islands and the cultural bonds
that have existed for over 40 years.”
Sue Ann Chun
sueannchun@yahoo.com
95-715 Lewanuu St. Mililani, HI 96789
“I totally support this. Both of my parents are from Madeira. I am the 1st
generation here. I have traveled extensively back-and-forth to Hawaii doing
various music for the different Portuguese organizations with my honor,
over the years. Thank you for Connecting my parents beautiful island of
Madeira to Hawaii it makes so much sense. “
Ramana Vieira
Fadodiva@gmail.com
473 Rosso Court, Vacaville, California
www.ramanavieira.net

“I support the project, and I'm a Member of the Portuguese Association of
Maui.”
Carlos D. Hernandez
carloshernandez@mauigateway.com
111 Kahului Beach Rd. C-313, Kahului HI 96732
“This is a wonderful start especially for those of us who have been doing
genealogy research for years. And I’ve been to Madeira. Love the island.”
Marie Shantz
shantzre@gmail.com
2524 Roop Road, Taneytown, MD 21787

“Would love to see this happen!”
Bree Peters
breemail@mac.com
64-5215 Puu Nohea St, Kamuela, HI 96743

Review of 2021 Sister-States Annual Report
to Legislature (First Draft)

