MINUTES OF THE COMMISSION ON THE 13TH FESTIVAL OF
PACIFIC ARTS & CULTURE (FestPAC) MEETING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2022, AT 3:00 PM
VIA VIRTUAL APPLICATION ZOOM: VIDEO / AUDIO CONFERENCE
Commission Members Present were:
Kalani Kaʻanāʻanā
Maenette Ah Nee-Benham
Māpuana de Silva
Sylvia Hussey
Jarett Keohokālole
Jamie Lum

-

Richard Onishi
Kehaulani Puʻu

-

Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority Designee (arrived
3:17pm)
Governor’s Designee
Community Member At-Large Designee
Office of Hawaiian Affairs Designee
Senate President’s Designee
Department of Business, Economic Development
and Tourism (DBEDT) Designee
House Speaker’s Designee
City and County of Honolulu Designee

Guests:
Maka Casson-Fisher
Lynn J. Martin Graton
Kealiʻi Haverly
Monte McComber
Ngahiraka Mason
Aaron Salā
Mālia Sanders
Hose Inigo Santos
Ka‘iulani Spencer
Kanoe Takitani-Puahi
Pris Texeira
Caroline Yacoe

-

Hawaiʻi Tourism Authority
Public Member
Public Member
Commission Liaison to CPAC
Public Member
Festival Director
Native Hawaiian Hospitality Association
Public Member
Native Hawaiian Hospitality Association
Native Hawaiian Hospitality Association
Public Member
Public Member

Staff:
Elise Amemiya
Timothy Tiu
Scott Tome
Selma Malcolm

-

Office of the Attorney General
DBEDT
DBEDT
DBEDT
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Apologies:
Snowbird Bento

-

Community Member-At-Large Designee

CALL TO ORDER
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham called the meeting to order at 3:03pm on behalf of Chair Ka‘anā‘anā who
is traveling. She welcomed all present and then conducted roll call of Commissioners: Ms. de
Silva, Ms. Hussey, Mr. Keohokālole, Ms. Lum, Mr. Onishi, Ms. Ah Nee-Benham. Ms. Puʻu
informed that she will be leaving at 3:30pm to attend another meeting. Ms. Bento and Chair
Kaʻanāʻana are excused.
Ms. Hussey presented the wehena (opening) for the meeting and shared an excerpt from the 3rd
volume of Nānā I Ke Kumu and published by Queen Liliʻuokalani Trust. She shared several
guiding principles from the book, including:
1) Integration and respect for Hawaiian and Western ways of knowing.
The ʻŌlelo Noʻeau (Hawaiian proverb), #203, ʻaʻohe pau ka ʻike i ka hālau hoʻokahi not all knowledge is learned in one school. One can learn from many sources. The
decades-long collaboration of Mary Kawena Pukui and Dr. E.W. (Jack) Haertig with the
Queen Liliʻuokalani Center truly exemplified the harmonious and respectful blending of
Hawaiian and Western practices and knowledge.
2) Ground traditional practices in spirituality.
The ʻŌlelo Noʻeau, #1740, ke kau mai nei ka mākole - the red-eyed one rests above, said
of the rainbow with red predominating. A sign that our ʻaumākua (family
gods/guardians) are watching. Spirituality is one of the most important concepts in the
Hawaiian worldview. It is a belief in an overarching higher power that connects all things
and being in nature, the elements, and the cosmos.
3) Honor nā ohana (families).
The ʻŌlelo Noʻeau, #1261, i ulu no ka lālā i ke kumu - the branches grow because of the
trunk. Without our ancestors, we would not be here.
4) Practice hoʻokūpono (acting and operating in richeousness, dignity, and excellence).
The ʻŌlelo Noʻeau, #2065, mai kāpae i ke aʻo a ka makua, aia he ola malaila – do not set
aside the teachings of one’s parents, for there is life there, which refers to ways in which
we must follow traditional Hawaiian values.
Ms. Hussey reminded Commissioners to be mindful of these Hawaiian values in their capacity as
Commissioners and in their work to execute the Festival.
PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON AGENDA ITEMS
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham invited members of the public to testify on the agenda items. Hearing none,
she proceeded with the rest of the agenda items.
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2022, YEAR MEETING MINUTES
The September 26, 2022, minutes were distributed and reviewed by Commissioners. Ms. Ah
Nee-Benham asked for a motion to be made to adopt the minutes of September 26, 2022
meeting. The motion was made by Ms. Hussey and seconded by Ms. de Silva. Ms. Ah Nee-
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Benham asked if there were any suggested edits or discussion. Hearing none, she asked for a roll
call vote with the following Commissioners approving the motion to adopt the minutes of
September 26, 2022 meeting: Ms. de Silva, Ms. Hussey, Mr. Keohokālole, Ms. Lum, Ms. Puʻu,
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham to adopt the minutes of the September 26, 2022 meeting, unamended. Mr.
Onishi was excused from the vote due to technical issues.
The motion was accepted to adopt the minutes of the September 26, 2022, FestPAC Commission
Meeting, unamended.
REPORT ON PERMITTED INTERACTIONS, PURSUANT TO ACT 103, SESSION
LAWS OF HAWAIʻI 2021
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham reported that two (2) permitted interactions meetings that were held since
the previous meeting. The Administration Committee (AC) on October 11, 2022, at 4:00 pm and
the Venues Committee (VC) on October 12, 2022, at 10:00 am and a presentation will be
provided a little later as noted in the agenda.
PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION REGARDING THE FESTIVAL
DIRECTOR REPORT
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham called upon FD Salā for his report. Chair Ka‘anā‘anā then joined the
meeting at 3:17 pm.
Festival Director (FD) thanked the Commission for supporting his trip to Suva, Fiji (October 2-9,
2022) as well as Mr. Eric Chang of the East West Center (EWC) Arts Program for funding it. FD
reported on his meetings with The Pacific Community (SPC) and FestPAC related partners while
in Fiji. The FD also advised that the Program Matrix and other program documents will be
shared with the SPC to share with th ecountries that will be participating in FestPAC to obtain
their biosecurity information and expectations. FD will also report on fundraising amd
preparation for the Aotearoa deleation visit in November 2022, and a FD request from the
Commission.
Regarding the SPC meeting, the FD reported that he attended a series of very important meetings
in Suva, Fiji. FD was engaged in discussions related to the inception, genealogy and evolution of
FestPAC which started in the 1970’s as South Pacific Arts Festival and planning which took
place in the 1960’s. FD reported that he met with the leaders of the different pillars of SPC. He
expressed that the meetings were educational and relationship building on behalf of the Hawaiʻi
Commission to help him better understand how best to facilitate the process with the SPC as the
custodial agent of FestPAC, while working hand-in-hand with the Council of Pacific Arts and
Culture (CPAC) which is chaired by Ms. de Silva as Hawaiʻi is hosting.
Regarding the Program Matrix, the FD reported that on June 6, 2024 Festival proper activities
will begin with the Waʻa (Canoe) Arrival Ceremony early in the morning; June 7, 2024 will be
the formal opening of the Festival Village and the CPAC Meeting; June 8, 2024 Ministers’
Meeting; June 9, 2024 Ecumenical Service and a potential Choral Concert (depending on the
desires of the CPAC & Ministers); June 10-12, 2024 SPC Symposium on cultural and
sustainable development; June 13-14, 2024 Philosophies Conference in partnership with the
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SPC, which is an addition to all the collaborative activities that will happen primarily at the
Hawaiʻi Convention Center and the Festival Village; 6/15/24 – Formal closing of the Festival
Village; 6/16/24 – Final outcomes presentation of all FestPAC activities is to be shared with
CPAC which then becomes a written publication on behalf of Hawaiʻi. Also included in this day
is the official Closing Ceremony.
The FD reported that Mr. McComber is the representative on the FestPAC Working Group
speaking to the Youth Ambassadors Program. This will be a 3-day engagement from June 6-8,
2024, and in addition that is the Emerging Leaders engagement which is in partnership with the
University of Hawaiʻi - West Oʻahu. He expressed that the funding will be provided by the East
West Center and the Hawaiʻi Pacific Foundation. The FD also reported that the Traditional
Leaders’ Meeting was brought up in Fiji, separate meeting from FD’s meeting with the SPC,
sharing interest from traditional chiefs throughout the Pacific region to attend FestPAC and we
should properly prepare for them.
Program Documents to SPC/Countries, Biosecurity: The FD reported that he has been
revisiting the program pillars and putting program documents together for the SPC to distribute
to the participating countries regarding their biosecurity needs to bring historical artifacts into
Hawaiʻi but that also to ensure they can find their way home.
Updates on Fundraising: The FD has been reinitiating fundraising conversations and
discussions and is in preparation of assets that are inclusive of a statement regarding the 2050
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent endorsed by the Pacific Island Forum Leaders in July, the
Pacific Region Cultural Strategy 2022-2032 from the SPC and the Pacific Partnership Strategy
from the White House just endorsed a few weeks ago by President Biden. The document that the
FD is preparing shows how aspirations for these strategies are collectively realized through the
hosting of the 13th Festival of the Pacific Arts and Culture. That document will go to as many
organizations and philanthropists as we can get eyes on. The FD reported that he is preparing an
ask to the City & County of Honolulu which will go before the County Council before their next
budget session. Also, that the FD has started to make presentations to potential funders and
philanthropists as some of these organizations will begin their selections for gifting by the end of
the calendar year.
Regarding preparation for the Aotearoa visit in November, plans are in progress. The FD advised
that himself, Ms. de Silva and Chair Kaʻanāʻanā will discuss the details of this visit in an
upcoming meeting with the SPC via Zoom.
The FD shared his challenges with the SPC in terms of communication. He indicated that
communication between both has not been as direct. In May 2022, theis Commission
unanimously agreed to allow the FD to liaise and communicate directly with the SPC on behalf
of FestPAC. FD then sought clarity from the Commission on this. The FD expressed that based
on discussions at the SPC meeting in Suva recently, the Commission should find a way to
engage the SPC to request a representative attend the Commission’s meetings.
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FD reported that based on his meetings in Fiji recently, the Aotearoa visit in November will be
communicated to the SPC to share that the Commission is supportive of the FD speaking on
behalf of the Commission in preparation for the visit and then in corporation for SPC and CPAC
visit in February and March 2023.
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham thanked the FD for his report and turned over this portion of the meeting to
Chair Kaʻanāʻanā. Chair Kaʻanāʻanā then apologized for being late and then asked if there were
any questions for the FD.
Mr. Onishi asked if the SPC was expecting a document from the Commission in order for the FD
to communicate with SPC on behalf of the Commission. The FD felt that since the SPC is driven
by official correspondences because of the nature of their mandate to countries, there has to be
an official correspondence between the Commission and the SPC in order to communicate the
decisions made. Chair Kaʻanāʻanā then asked the FD to draft a letter to the SPC on the
Commission letterhead for his signature.
FD expressed that the letter to the SPC would include details to the fact that Aotearoa is visiting
separately from the rest of SPC and CPAC because of their funding mechanism and their funding
timing so FD could note in the letter to be inclusive of Aotearoa’s November visit.
Chair Kaʻanāʻanā understanding is that there is a protocol where the heads of delegation would
need to coordinate through SPC. FD thanked Chair Kaʻanāʻanā for the clarification and noted
that the FD would coordinate the Aotearoa visit in November with the SPC. Chair Kaʻanāʻanā
shared his concern that he does not want each country to be contacting the FD directly for
individual site visits and that these requests should come through SPC and then be directed
towards the FD.
Ms. Lum ask the FD if he had identified an appropriate person from the SPC to attend our
Commission meeting and if we need to send them a formal invitation.
FD felt that the SPC scope of engagement might be general because what we would do is based
on agenda items. We would engage that arm of the SPC, for instance if we are having a
conversation about biosecurity, we would ask the SPC to send their Biosecurity and Land
Resource Management designee, etc.
Ms. de Silva thanked the FD for his report and indicated that she did not know how the SPC falls
into the picture, however she would question whether it is possible for SPC to be a commissioner
as the Commission is mandated by Hawaiʻi State Law, however SPC can attend any meeting.
Chair Kaʻanāʻanā expressed that he would include a standing item on future agendas for SPC
related item that would allow for agendized discussions.
Chair Kaʻanāʻanā revisited the program schedule that was shared during the FD report. Chair
suggested that we extend an invitation to the traditional leaders as appropriate but questioned
why it was blocked three days prior to the actual Festival. Chair advised this should be moved
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into the dates of the Festival and consider the requirements it would take and the responsibility in
hosting traditinal leaders from around the region. Chair also looked at the dates and advised the
FD to be mindful of flight arrival dates, etc.
Ms. de Silva suggested that the ʻAwa Ceremony should happen during the Ministers Meeting.
Chair Kaʻanāʻanā asked if there were any more questions for the FD and hearing none, he moved
to the next agenda item.
PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMITTEE UPDATE
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā turned over this portion of the meeting to Ms. Ah Nee-Benham, Chair of the
Administrative Committee (AC). Ms. Ah Nee-Benham presented a brief report on the AC. She
reported that they had a quick meeting before Commission met on October 17, 2022, to debrief
the AC members on the FD’s recent meetings with the SPC. The AC also discussed the
communication and promotional efforts, some of the information that the FD is pulling together
that will be used for fund development activities. The website is on its way there – the SPC
information received will be added to the website. Ms. Ah Nee-Benham also reported that the
social media plan is currently being developed. It’s going to focus primarily on Hawaiʻi and
helping to prepare our communities with information on what FestPAC is, when it is and how
they can participate, etc. to build public awareness and support. Ms. Ah Nee-Benham reported
that the FD advised them about a possible opportunity to get some funding as well as to get some
promotional materials out to the South Pacific Tourism Organization and that information is
included in the AC minutes. The AC discussed what the City and County of Honolulu will be
doing to assist with security, safety and ground transportation. The FD is currently working with
the State Department to develop a special Visa program for the countries that will be
participating in FestPAC.
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham reported that they reviewed the Kuleana Matrix and asked the Chair what
the AC is to do with it and what is the role of this document. They also discussed that the FD
contract comes to an end in December and how do they handle the closure of this contract.
Chair shared that the Kuleana Matrix was meant to be able to provide direction on the movement
of pieces of the Festival grouped by responsibilities as a way to organize those pieces in one
document.
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham reported that a revisit to the Kuleana Matrix along with the contract
conversation will take place in the next AC meeting.
PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION REGARDING VENUES AND
PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE UPDATE
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā turned over this portion of the meeting to Ms. Lum, Chair of the VC. Ms. Lum
reported that the VC had a brief meeting on Wednesday, October 12, 2022. They discussed the
SPC meetings in Fiji, the Pacific Philosophical Conference, and Symposium, etc., which the FD
combined in his report in a more in-depth manner. Ms. Lum also reported that the Ministers of
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Culture and CPAC meetings that are normally held in conjunction with FestPAC will also have a
symposium and there are other programs which include Youth Ambassador (age 12-18 years)
and the Emerging Leaders Program (age range from 18-30 years) as well as other programs.
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā and Ms. de Silva cautioned that the focus should be on providing the best
Festival possible because that is what people are gathering to see and be part of. All the other
events are ancillary. We have to be careful not to chase every event that looks attractive.
Commissioner Lum asked if the Commission is able to say “No” to the SPC when they bring an
event to us that they want to include. Commissioner de Silva responded that we can tell the SPC
we will list the event with the FestPAC information/schedule, but we have to be clear in letting
the SPC know that they will have to support and staff their events on their own.
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā invited Monte McComber to give a report on the Youth Ambassador Program.
Mr. McComber stated that 24 counties will be participating. In 2023, there will be a virtual
component where students will discuss what efforts are taking place in their country to
“Regenerate Oceania” which is the theme of the Festival. The symposium will convene in person
and virtually in 2024 with the intent that students will go back to their respective countries to
implement some of these ideas and possibly collaborate with other countries. Mr. McComber
stated that this program is supported by Kamehameha Schools (KS), Royal Hawaiian Center
(RHC) and an anonymous private donor.
Mr. Keohokālole asked if this program comprises the entire KS financial commitment to the
Festival. Mr. McComber replied that he believes KS will be pledging further financial support to
FestPAC. Mr. Keohokālole expressed concern that we should be focusing on soliciting financial
support for the main Festival events first rather than the ancillary events.
PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION REGARDING ONGOING
FUNDRAISING AND FUND DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā stated that Commissioners should have received following the last meeting a
copy of the current budget as well as the FestPAC Sponsorship slide deck that was developed.
He commented that we are struggling with the “chicken and egg” dilemma. Chair asked if the
Commission needs funding first to come up with a plan for the Festival, or do we have a solid
plan for the Festival that articulates our specific needs that we can present to potential funders
before we have funds coming in. He is inclined to go with the latter. If we don’t have the specific
“asks,” it is difficult to engage donors. Chair Ka‘anā‘anā asked commissioners if they had any
reaction to his thoughts, or if they had specific questions about the budget or slide deck.
Mr. Keohokālole prefaced his comments by stating that he has never been a part of fundraising
efforts for an event of this magnitude. In his opinion, the Commission should take the same
approach as was done for the hiring of a FD, which was to set a goal and then work backwards to
develop a timeline and milestones to reach to that goal. Mr. Keohokālole stated further that if the
Commission can agree on a goal and the timeframe in which we want the goal reached, then the
FD will have a clear direction, and we will be able to seek out the funding support we need.
Mr. Onishi left the meeting at 4:16pm.
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Chair Ka‘anā‘anā agreed with Mr. Keohokālole’s comments. Ms. de Silva also agreed. She
added that we continue to talk about the things that need to get done, but the FD cannot do
everything himself. She believes the responsibility rests on all of us at the moment, and we need
to get volunteers in place to handle different areas to help the FD until such time that staff can be
brought on.
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham stated that this discussion is why the AC feels the Commission needs to
review the Kuleana Matrix again, because we have been doing a little of all the responsibilities
listed in the matrix, but obviously more needs to be done, and we need clarity as to who will be
doing what.
Ms. Ah Nee-Benham also raised the point that the FD has been placed at EWC because they are
providing support through the use of facilities, supplies, equipment, contacts and even some
financial support. She said the EWC President is supportive of FestPAC and knows how
important it is to Hawaiʻi and the Pacific. Ms. Ah Nee-Benham believes the EWC President
would support providing some staffing to the FD but not at the full level needed to accomplish
all the work required to put on the Festival. This is an issue that needs to be taken up by the AC.
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā recollected that the EWC acted as the fiscal agent and housed the Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) when it was held in Hawaiʻi. Ms. Ah Nee-Benham confirmed
that and stated EWC also did the same for the International Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN). She said EWC can and does act in that kind of capacity, and that is why they have been
supportive of housing the FD there.
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā asked if EWC is a federal agency or are they tied to the University of Hawaiʻi.
The thought was that if they are a state agency, then a Memorandum of Understanding could be
executed for them to be a fiscal agent for FestPAC and house the FD and staff.
Mr. Keohokālole stated that whether the FD does it or the AC does it, a fundraising plan
including goals, milestones and a timeline, need to be brought to the Commission for adoption so
we can move forward. He share that the plan would give clarity to the Commission on execution
of the fundraising goals and would also help the community understand how we are proceeding.
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā was elated to announce that the RHC pledged a contribution of $50,000 to
FestPAC as well as a number of in-kind contributions including 30-second FestPAC Public
Service Announcements (PSAs) that will be aired during major events such as Merrie Monarch
and the Liliʻuokalani Keiki Hula competition, etc. RHC will also be providing office space for a
FestPAC information center in 2023 as well as a part-time position to staff the center Monday
through Friday starting in 2023 until the end of the Festival. Chair Ka‘anā‘anā pointed out that
the RHC was one of the earliest funders for the 2020 Festival and has made a recommitment to
the 2024 Festival.
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā tasked the AC to come up with a recommendation on funding milestones and
timeline to be brought to the full Commission for action.
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PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON AGENDA ITEMS
Chair invited the public to again offer comments. Hearing none, he moved into announcements.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chair Kaʻanāʻanā announced that commissioners who have not yet completed the State Ethics
Training for the Board and Commission should do so. The training can be found online and is a
33-minute online certificate course.
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā reported that he and Ms. Mālia Sanders will be drafting a new meeting
schedule for CY2023 for circulation to the Commission.
NEXT MEETING NOVEMBER 14, 2022
The next FestPAC Commission meeting is being contemplated for for November 14, 2022, and
in person. A SPC representative and delegation from Aotearoa will be present in person to give a
presentation. Ms. Sanders will be coordinating individually with each Commissioner.
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā has the wehena responsibility for that meeting. There is no Commission
Meeting on October 24th & 31st. Chair Ka‘anā‘anā suggested that those dates could be used for
Committee Meetings.
Again, Chair Ka‘anā‘anā apologized for being late and thanked the public members for joining
the meeting and the Commission for their steadfast support.
ADJOURNMENT
Chair Ka‘anā‘anā adjourned meeting at 4:36 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

_______________________________
Kalani Kaʻanāʻanā
Chair

Date

Festival of the Pacific
Administration Committee Meeting
Tuesday October 25, 2022
4:00pm – 5:00pm
Zoom
Attendance: Benham, Kaʻanāʻanā, Keohokalole, Luke, FD Salā
NAHAA Office
Agenda Items
1. Fiscal Sponsor (Discuss East‐West Center)
2. Festival Director Contract (12‐31‐2022)
3. Fund Development Activities
4. Festival Staff Org Chart & Commission Kuleana Matrix
Discussion
1. Fiscal Sponsor
 Discussed the need for a chief fiscal/administrative lead for FestPAC.
 Discussed potential ‐‐ East‐West Center.
2. Festival Director Contract (12‐31‐2022)
 Discussed the FDʻs contract with NAHAA (12‐31‐2022). Note that NAHAA will
continue to provide management support through June 2023.
 We recognize that we need funds to support the FD and we need funds to hire
FestPAC Staff. FD work for fund development has been productive – we need,
however, a repository and a fiscal sponsor support accounting and dispensing of
funds in cost areas (such as salary).
 Question regarding what services can DBDT and Commissioners provide to
support administration, e.g., accounting, programming, communications?
3. Fund Development
FD overviewed commitments and current (promising) funders
City and County
Federal (Dept. Of State, Dept. Of Interior)
Native Hawaiian Organizations
Smithsonian
Pacific: Australia Council General
Taiwan
University of Hawaiʻi – Mānoa
University of Hawaiʻi West Oʻahu (communications, collateral)
East West Center:
Arts Program (Programming)
Office Space

4. Tasks TO DO:
 Immediately Meet with GenCounsel Elise to determine next steps/options for East
West Center as fiscal sponsor.
 Define “Fiscal Sponsor” ‐‐ describe scope of work.
 Establish repository for funds.
 Establish (hire) FestPAC Staff.
 Work with FD on an update to Fund Development effort, commitments, on‐going
solicitation.
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The Pacific Community (SPC)

Mr. Miles Young
Director
Human Rights & Social Development

Dr Frances Vaka’uta
Team Leader
Culture for Development
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The Pacific Community (SPC)

• The Pacific Community (SPC) is the principal scientific and technical
organisation in the Pacific region, proudly supporting development since
1947. We are an international development organisation owned and
governed by our 27 country and territory members.
• The Pacific Community supports sustainable development by applying a
people-centred approach to science, research and technology across all of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We serve our members by
interweaving and harnessing the nexus of climate, ocean, land, culture,
rights and good governance; through trusted partnerships; investing in
Pacific people; and understanding Pacific contexts.
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Human Rights & Social
Development @SPC

WH Site: Chief Roi Mata's Domain, Vanuatu 2015
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Culture for Development
• A broad area of work
• Recognizes that culture is a driver,
vector, enabler and catalyst for
sustainable development
• Sustainable Cultural development
(culture sector)
• Culture in/for development (crosssectoral)
• Culture Sector, Cultural and Creative
Industries, Traditional Knowledge and
Expressions of Culture in Development
Discourse and programmes
Vaka Taumako Project , Solomon Is PC: Dr. Simon Salopuka
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The work we do
• Guided by the
development interests of
member countries
• Working with/for
Indigenous Peoples & Local
communities in the Pacific
• Looking at ways to
strengthen the culture for
development agenda
• Working with countries;
other regional orgs (CROP);
International agencies and
development partners

ie toga samoa (Fine Mat) PC: Samoa Observer, 2019
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Policy & Regional
convenings

Cultural &
Creative
Industries

Regional &
International
Engagement

Pacific
Approaches &
Methodologies

Traditional Knowledge of Pacific Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (TK of IPLC)

Pacific Regional
Culture
Strategy

Festival of
Pacific Arts &
Culture

People Centred
Approach

Council of
Pacific Arts &
Culture

ACPEU Culture
& Creative
Industries
Project

Culture
Inclusive
Approaches

Culture
Ministers
Meeting

Technical
Assistance to
Countries,
CROP Agencies
and Other
Organisations

Ocean Decade
2021 – 2031
BBNJ Instrument
(Biodiversity
Beyond National
Jurisdiction)
International
Decade of
Indigenous
Languages
2022 – 2032
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Pacific Regional Culture Strategy (PRCS) 2022 - 2032
Philosophical underpinning: Our Future is in our Past

• Our Vision
Together, we envision a future where Pacific cultures are
vibrant, visible, and valued for the empowerment,
wellbeing, and prosperity of our people.
• Our Mission
To achieve this vision, we will foster an inclusive culture
sector that is supported by national, regional, and
international partnerships; encompasses the daily lives of
Pacific peoples, and contributes to their holistic wellbeing;
and, to the sustainable social, economic, and
environmental development of the region.
© Christopher Samisoni, 2021

7

Our Story | The Future is in our Past
• PRCS as a navigational tool
• Pacific indigenous proverbial sayings and
metaphors
• Pacific Values & Tools
• Our shared Pacific story of culture and
development

• Seeing the world and our place in it (ways of
seeing & doing)
• How this informs our memory & practice (ways of
knowing & learning)
• Life philosophies and relationships (ways of being
& belonging)
• Manulani Meyer -“We simply see, hear, feel, taste
and smell the world differently”

PC: Dr. Simon Salopuka/Vaka Taumako Project
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A Pacific Approach
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Priorities
Priority 1 Cultural Policy
Frameworks

Our national legislation, strategies and policies amplify the value of
culture and heritage

Priority 2 Cultural Heritage

Our cultural heritage, arts and languages are protected and thriving

Priority 3 Cultural Wellbeing

Our cultures are treated as an integral component of economic,
environmental, social, spiritual, and emotional wellbeing

Priority 4 Cultural Innovation

We are advancing culture ininnovative ways for future generations

Priority 5 Cultural Statistics

Cultural statistics are current, accessible, and used for effective,
targeted decision making

Cross-Cutting Priorities: Research, Youth & Capacity-Strengthening
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South Pacific Festival of Arts, PNG 1980 PC: Art New Zealand

Resilience. Safeguarding. Revitalization. Celebration.

Intergenerational Carvers ,
Aotearoa NZ

Marshall Island Performers

Fijian Masi Maker

Solomon Island Panpiper

Select images from FESTPAC 10 - American Samoa, F.11 – Solomon Islands & F.12 – Guam PC: SPC Archives

Festival of Pacific Arts and Culture (FestPAC) 1972 - 2022
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Snapshot

• Pr ogr ammed i n-country events ar e
ful l y funded by host c ountry i ncl.
a c c ommodation, food a nd i nter nal
tr a ns port to/from venues a nd events

• I dea for FestPAC fi rst fl oated i n 1 96 5 by FAC

• Pa r ticipating c ountr ies meet other

• 1 9 7 2 first Fes tival hosted by Fiji

del ega tion c osts i ncl. visa/air

• 1 2 Fes ti vals to -date

fa r es /freight etc

• Rota ti onal hosting by s ub -r egion
• 2 week l ong festival - wi de r ange of events &
a c ti vities (heritage & c ontemporary a rts,
s ymposia, c onferences, wor kshops,

• SPC a c ts as c ustodian institution of the
fes ti val & provides tec hnic al s upport

to hos t c ountr y, gover nance a nd
del i very etc

a r t/c ulture ta lks, per for ming, literar y, visual

• Fes ti val Evaluation (20 10)

etc )

• Fes ti val Manual (20 12)
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Fiji’s First Prime Minister and Paramount
Chief Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara:
While each and every one of our countries
aspires to economic prosperity, we are all
deeply conscious that the quality of life is
what matters more in the end. This Festival of
Arts has shown us, and the world that the
feast of arts, of singing, dancing, painting,
handicrafts and other facets of our island way
of life, give it a quality which is unique, and of
which we can all be proud...the whole Festival
has been another wonderful example of what
can be achieved in the Pacific way. Ratu
Kamisese Mara (SPC, 1997)

https://www.visitguam.com/guamfestpac/

Indigenous Papua New Guinean leader and
philosopher Hon Bernard Narokobi MP:
Our long-established cultural values are of our souls.
We uphold our ancestors, the founders of our values
for centuries and these values should be the root of
the making of our modern societies. Our continued
survival as the people of the Pacific will depend on
our general recognition and expression of our cultural
practices, values and wisdom” Bernard Narokobi (New
Zealand Festival, 1976)

Cook Islands Prime Minister Sir Geoffery Henry:
We have all witnessed monumental changes in our region over
the past century … From all sides, we are experiencing the
impact, some would say “fatal impact”, of foreign cultures and
value systems and technologies. Each of us, each nation, each
family, would resist many of these changes if we could.. [the
festival] “is a time of renewal, of awakening, of celebration”
(Onnevagi, 1992).
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Cook Island National Dance Group, FESTPAC 2016

American Samoa, Australia, Cook
Islands, Easter Island (Rapanui),
Federated States of Micronesia,
Fiji Islands, French Polynesia,
Guam, Hawaii, Kiribati, Marshall
Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia,
New Zealand, Niue, Norfolk
Island, Northern Mariana Islands,
Palau, Papua New Guinea,
Pitcairn Islands, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu,
Vanuatu and Wallis and Futuna
(and Taiwan).

I Fanlalalian Oral History Project, Chamorro orator/Dance Group, FESTPAC 2016
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F estPAC Review Report
#1 Visibility & Value of FestPAC:
Integration of FestPAC into regional strategies and increase the visibility of the value and impact of FestPAC

#2 Guiding Documents

•

Festival Charter (governance and
administration structure of FestPAC,
Vision, Values, Ethics and Protocols of
FestPAC)

#3 Sustainable Funding:
Develop a FestPAC Fund to centralise core funding and revenue
generated from the FestPAC Strategy
#4 Equitable opportunity to host FestPAC:
Strengthen the bidding process and support islands nations to
lobby governments to host FestPAC.

•

Festival Manual (review, operationalize
and make accessible)

•

FestPAC Strategy (clear plan to
implement the FestPAC Charter, develop
the FestPAC Fund, and strengthen the
delivery of FestPAC)

#5 Festival Desk/Section at SPC:
Establish a FestPAC Unit to drive the effective delivery and longterm sustainability of FestPAC

•

Monitoring and Evaluation mechanism

•

#6 Develop a FestPAC Legacy Program to enhance the ongoing
benefits and long-term impacts of FestPAC

Communication and Visibility Strategy
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SPC Support to host country (collaborative
approach)
Pre-festival

During-festival

• Ongoing support and advice
regarding festival logistics
• Intermediary between CPAC/Culture
Ministers and host country
• Media and Communications incl.
broadcasting

• Ongoing support when/where
needed
• Particular attention to agreed focus
areas
Post-festival
• Evaluation & Reporting

• Health and sanitation
• Biosecurity
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Pressing Issues
• MOU
• Invitation to Countries
• Biosecurity
• Visa
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You have to remember
how the islands move. If
you forget that, you’re lost
~ Mau Piailug

Vaka Taumako Project , Solomon Is PC: Dr. Simon Salopuka
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