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HAWAIʻI SISTER-STATE AND INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS COMMISSION 
MEETING 

 
Monday, October 26, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
As authorized under Act 220, Session Laws of Hawaiʻi 2021 and Chapter 92-3.7 Hawaiʻi 
Revised Statutes (HRS), the public can participate in the meeting either: 

 
1) By attending the in-person meeting at: 250 South Hotel Street, Fifth Floor 

Conference Room 507, Honolulu, HI 96813; or 
 

2) Via video-audio livestream - to join the video-audio livestream meeting, go 
to: 

Join MS Teams Meeting 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/234033050967955?p=iLbv6qpHzdNeFltlH1 

Meeting ID: 234 033 050 967 955 
Passcode: TE9t3Qd2 

By phone 
+1 808-829-4853 

Phone conference ID: 616 929 199# 
 
 

Materials for this agenda and minutes for this meeting will be available at: 
https://invest.hawaii.gov/international-relations/hawaii-sister-states/ 

Members of the public may submit written testimony  
via e-mail to:  constancio.c.paranal@hawaii.gov 

or via postal mail to:   
DBEDT-Business Development & Support Division 

No.1 Capitol District Building, 250 South Hotel Street, 5th Floor, Honolulu, HI, 96813. 
Please include the word “testimony” and the subject matter following the address line.   

 

INTERNET ACCESS: 
To view the meeting and provide live oral testimony during the meeting, please use the above link.  
You will be asked to enter your name in order to access the meeting as an attendee.  The 
Commission requests that you enter your full name, but you may use a pseudonym or other identifier 
if you wish to remain anonymous.  You will also be asked for an email address.  You may fill in this 
field with any entry in an email format, e.g., *****@***mail.com. 

 
As an attendee, your microphone will be automatically muted during the meeting unless you are 
providing testimony.  For each agenda item you wish to testify on, please click the Raise Hand 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/234033050967955?p=iLbv6qpHzdNeFltlH1
https://invest.hawaii.gov/international-relations/hawaii-sister-states/
mailto:constancio.c.paranal@hawaii.gov


 

 

button found on your screen.  Commission staff will enable each individual testifier to unmute their 
microphone.  When recognized by the Chair, please unmute your microphone before speaking and 
mute your microphone after you finish speaking to prevent audio feedback.  When testifying, you will 
be asked to identify yourself and the organization, if any, that you represent.   

 

PHONE ACCESS:  
If you cannot get internet access, you may get audio-only access by calling the Teams Phone Number 
listed at the top on the agenda.  Upon dialing the number, you will be prompted to enter the Meeting ID 
which is also listed at the top of the agenda.  After entering the Meeting ID, you will be asked to either 
enter our panelist number or wait to be admitted into the meeting.  You will not have a panelist number. 
So, please wait until you are admitted into the meeting. 
 
When the Chairperson asks for public testimony, you may indicate you want to testify by entering “*”  
and then “9” on your phone’s keypad.  After entering “*” and then “9”, a voice prompt will let you 
know that the host of the meeting has been notified.  When recognized by the Chairperson, you may 
unmute yourself by pressing “*” and then “6” on your phone.  A voice prompt will let you know that  
you are unmuted.  Once you are finished speaking, please enter “*” and then “6” again to mute yourself. 
 
For both internet and phone access, when testifying, you will be asked to identify yourself and the 
organization, if any, that you represent.   
 

 
 

 



 

 

Hawaiʻi Sister-State and International Partnerships Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

October 26, 2026; 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

I. Call to Order  
 
A. Roll call 
B. Approval of Minutes of May 13, 2026, and September 28, 2026, Meetings  
C. Public Testimony 

 
II. Old Business  

 
A. Ethics Guidance Follow-Up 

1. Clarification of State Ethics Commission requirements concerning gifts, 
invitations, and participation in international events 

2. Financial disclosure requirements for Commission members 
 

B. Administrative Matters 
1. Development of a proposed Commission operating budget 
2. Discussion of future budget requests and submission through DBEDT for the 

Governor's budget process 
 

C. Review of Act 158 (2025) and Act 181 (2026) 
1. Formation of Permitted Interaction Group (PIG) to Investigate the 

Commission’s areas of responsibility and propose new international 
relationships 

 
D. Sister-State Selection and Retention Process 

1. Review of existing written procedures previously used by the Sister-State 
Committee 

2. Discussion of potential criteria and processes for reviewing and maintaining 
existing relationships 
 

E. Inventory of Hawaiʻi's International Relationships 
1. Status update on DBEDT's initial inventory of Hawaiʻi's international 

relationships 
2. Discussion of identifying and documenting international partnerships 

involving: 
i. State-level agreements and relationships 
ii. Department of Education schools 
iii. University of Hawaiʻi memoranda of understanding and partnerships 
iv. Private educational institutions, including Punahou School 
v. Other organizations and institutions engaged in international activities 

 
III. New Business 

 
A. Guangdong and Hainan International Engagement 

1. Follow-up on the proposed discussion of the Guangdong and Hainan 
delegations and the invitation extended to Governor Green 

2. Discussion of potential future Commission engagement 



 

 

 
 
IV. Announcements 

 
A. Upcoming International Events and Commission Participation  

1. 2027 Sister-State and International Partnership Anniversaries: 
i. Azores, Portugal – 45th Anniversary 
ii. Hainan, China – 35th Anniversary 
iii. Hiroshima, Japan – 30th Anniversary 
iv. Pangasinan, Philippines – 25th Anniversary 
v. Hokkaido, Japan – 10th Anniversary 
vi. Yamaguchi, Japan – 5th Anniversary 

2. Hiroshima 30th Anniversary – May 2027 delegation to Hiroshima, and October 
2027 reciprocal visit 

3. Jeju, Korea – 40th Anniversary in Jeju on October 28, 2026, attended by 26-
member delegation from Hawaii 

4. Other upcoming international delegations, invitations, and events requiring 
Commission participation  

 
V. Next Meeting 

A. November 30, 2026 – 9:30 a.m. 
B. December 21, 2026 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

VI. Adjournment 
 

If you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, contact Selma 

Malcolm at (808) 265-4921 or selma.s.malcolm@hawaii.gov as soon as possible.  Requests 

made as early as possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled. 

 

Upon request, this notice is available in alternate/accessible formats. 
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